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In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and 
teach 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 
the kingdom of God. 4 While staying with them, he ordered them not to 
leave Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he 
said, “is what you have heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you 
to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going 
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 
stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:1-11). 
 
1. Another Sad News 

Last Tuesday, 19 children and 2 teachers were killed at an 
elementary school in Uvalde Texas. This is the second deadliest school 
shooting after the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting in 2012. This 
follows the shootings two weeks ago at a church in California and the hate 
crime shooting in Buffalo, New York. 

Many are asking, “why can’t America do anything to stop these mass 
shootings?” Is there anyone who feels a sense of mission in stopping mass 
shootings after these major events? 
  
2. Luke’s Mission  
      In today’s scripture, the Acts of the Apostles, we find a man who had 
a sense of mission in writing about who Jesus was and what he did. His 
name was Luke. He wrote the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles 
for Theophilus. Luke does not tell us much about Theophilus. But the 



 2 

meaning of his name is “one who loves God.” Theophilus was likely 
someone who loved God and was a Roman acquaintance of Luke. He may 
have been a patron of Luke to help finance Luke’s writings. 

As you may know, Luke was not one of the original disciples but a 
Gentile physician. He accompanied St. Paul on his missionary journeys. 
Since we have four Gospels that tell us about what Jesus did and taught, 
we can learn about the ministry of Jesus without the Gospel of Luke. But 
the Acts of the Apostles is one of the most important books in the New 
Testament because it is the only book that tells us about the ministry of 
Jesus after his resurrection and his ascension. This book tells us about the 
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the beginning of the church, and the 
first sermon of Peter. The Acts of the Apostles also tells us how Saul 
became Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, who would become the most 
important person in the history of Christianity after Jesus. 

In today’s passage, Luke calls our attention to what Jesus says to the 
disciples. Jesus “ordered them (his disciples) not to leave Jerusalem 
but to wait there for the promise of the Father” (verse 4). What was the 
promise of the Father? In Luke 24:49, Jesus says, “I am sending upon 
you what my Father promised, so stay here in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high.” Jesus tells the disciples that 
God promised to send the Holy Spirit to empower his disciples very soon. 
      The biggest concern of the disciples was when Jesus was going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel. Jesus says, “It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority” (verse 
7). Jesus says that restoring the kingdom to Israel is God’s business. It is in 
God’s timetable. Then Jesus says, “you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” 
(verse 8). Jesus gives his disciples the mission. Their mission was to be 
Jesus’ witnesses in Jerusalem, in Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth. The disciples were supposed to be witnesses all over the world. 
  
3. The Mission of the Lord for the Disciples 
      What does it mean to be a witness to Jesus? The dictionary defines it 
as “the witness is someone that has seen something take place and is 
there to tell of all that they saw, heard, and experienced.”  

The Four Gospels tell us that the twelve disciples followed Jesus for 
three years. The disciples heard what Jesus taught and saw many healings 
and miracles by Jesus. If we summarize everything Jesus did with one 
word, what would it be? I think that would be love. 
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      John 13:1 says, “Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus 
knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to the 
Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end.” Jesus knew he would be betrayed by Judas, disowned by Peter, 
and deserted by the rest of his disciples. Yet Jesus showed the disciples 
the full extent of his love. After he was raised from the dead, Jesus 
appeared to the disciples and asked them to be witnesses to Christ’s love. 
      As Jesus loved his disciples and forgave them, God loves us. God 
knows the sins we have committed and the ones we will yet commit in the 
future. And yet, God’s love extends to each of us, beyond our imagination. 
  
4. The Mission of the Lord for Us 
      Do we know what our mission is? Are we willing to live the mission of 
the Lord? The Acts of the Apostles does not tell us much about how the 
disciples lived their lives. Acts 12:2 tells us about the death of James, the 
brother of John. He was executed by Herod about 44 A.D. We do not know 
exactly how the other disciples lived until they died. But all of them were 
willing to die to preach the good news of Jesus Christ.  

Christian tradition and legends tell us that all except John were 
martyred. Even John suffered greatly because of Jesus throughout his long 
life. How the disciples died is not verifiable, however, the death of Peter 
gives us a clue to guessing how other disciples died. Peter was crucified 
upside down because he didn’t consider himself worthy to die in the same 
way as Jesus. Such sacrifices of the disciples made a big difference in the 
world.  

Christianity is currently the largest religion in the world with over 2 
billion followers. Christianity started with 11 disciples but for over 2,000 
years it was spread around the world because many followers of Jesus 
became witnesses to Christ’s love. 
  
5. Conclusion 

What does it mean to be a witness to Jesus? It means to continue 
what Jesus did, loving people with the love of Christ. Two teachers at Robb 
Elementary School in Uvalde, TX lost their lives protecting their students. 
They laid down their lives for their students as Jesus died for us all. 

Today is Ascension Sunday. In verse 11, two angels say to the 
disciples, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
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      What does the saying of the two angels mean to us? It means that we 
do not know when, but Jesus will return one day. Christ will return to rule 
over the world. When he returns, Jesus will ask us whether we have been 
faithful to witnessing to Jesus, sharing his love as he did with his disciples 
and with other people. 
  
6. Application 
 One of my greatest joys of serving at Swift Memorial Church is to see 
our children in church. They learn about how much Jesus loved them and 
still loves them through the dedicated teachers and volunteers. I am so 
grateful to Julia, Mary, and Alycia. I hope that we can share the love of 
Christ with more children in our community. 
 During the first week of August this year, our church will host 
Vacation Bible School or VBS. VBS is an important ministry for our church 
as well as for the children in our community. Through VBS, many children 
experience the love of Christ and grow in their faith through the faithful 
discipleship of the volunteers each summer. 
 We need to pray for VBS and volunteer if we want to make a 
difference in the lives of children of our community. I am sure that VBS is 
an opportunity for us to live the mission of the Lord in discipling the children 
in our area. Besides VBS, there are so many ways that we can be 
witnesses and live the mission of the Lord.  
 While we were in CA, our grandson went to a daycare in the morning. 
While he was in daycare, I learned how to make a blog. It is not ready yet. 
But I am going to share many wonderful photos with those who would like 
to see God’s invisible hand in Sagamore Beach. 

I want you to remember that God still looks for people who would live 
the mission of the Lord, sharing the love of Jesus Christ. Whether it’s big or 
small, I pray that God inspires each of us to the call to be his witnesses and 
to share the love of Christ with our neighbors and the world. Amen.  
 


